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Hakuba

another Australian invasion in Japan?

Phiotidgraply Lee Pappban
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At the young age of 24, Quentin Nolan already owns and operates Ligasid Saos Tows in Japan’s

Hakuba valley, He expliins (o Lee Ponzio whiv Hakuba is more thian just @ new Niscko,

Hi Cuentin, whene are you from origially?

| was bom:on the Goil Gomr, grew up i he Blue
Meuntaes, moven to Malbeums a fow yeors back and
riow apand aboal 8 ihird of the yoar in Melbowna, a
(miedd 0f the yaar iy Japan and 1ha cfiver thing it Europe.
| e ug ding Persher and Theadbo Bl 1ha (mal bvs
seasong N sponl most weekends in Halham &nd &
lille ime &l Falis Croek

Winal sparked your \meresi In seiting up Ligusd
Snow Tours rathor than just being & shred hound
chasing pow?

I inibaiify ataited Liguid Sadw Tours allor wiking i (ha
jnckastry for ancther frvel compiny, | s 0-.gap n tha
market do offer group nps to the locs snowhaics and
thought thas woukd ba & Jood oppomunity o got 1o tha
mountaing as much as poasiile | was never sabished
wilh Oz wiribers 20 | brought & group over 1o dopsn
tao yoars pgo. We ended up in Hakuba and | was
59 ahokod witn the berain and whal (fe bown had o
ofier ihsl wa retumed in 2008 with filem groups then
doubleo on last year & operationg for 1he 2000 we=Eon
Neww Wi BiR BXpEITEANG IM0 MONS nebortd on Honghu

Why Hakuba, sveryone knows the only péace in
Japan worth riding 18 Nisaka?

I thiok Hakuba has more bo offer bigpes sised
houtilams, mone cutues, dioser o Tokm, s favefing
re angd & et hit with musies ol Thal pow eoonyons
comas [0 Japah ke Basicaly Hahubss is & boges sieepsar
Feeasboly with im0 pessorly ard bess bogons.

How navo ihe local Japanssa community reacied 1o
the Increasing farcign presence?

In fhe mos! part e Eansin ) e DOan commng
have besn very respesthil of local nies aned culium
Becouse of this the locals are s RGCommodating
angd will help psopls ax much ma poasitle. They try
very haid to commumcate even when thar Englech is
leniited, Ag rcds @ TN DeDpie COMmE Over if's 53
importan] vwa ke 1) hie way B2 Hakuba doesn'l um
imc anothe Misoiko

50 oo you think Hakuba Is at rsk of bacoming thi
naw Miaghko, cowld il turn into an ovarrun Austraiian
paradiss whone the local currency 8 madae up of
pineapples, gresn grocers and lobsters.. and
mayle & VB brewery in town?

Thig 15 (e lasi thing we wand and | canaol see it
hapoeresg. Hakiba il become a mone intermational
resan ngd alreedy many Euros and Madh Americans
ara giaring to oome ovan Tiee will, [agelher with
the Singspors, Hong Kong and CThimede markels
mutweigh the Agssie influence and Ba good for 1he
ramort Bt if you e losking tor VB ani pineaapies v
ot nad Eaaty tip oy | naar Niselo is gk

Wby YiUllores o alvirys willmg 00 Band T ase. Wilth Me
dapn Haluta poade (haras 1o nesd 1o hokd back

Thare ig &n argument that Australian bussnesses lixe
youre, afe destroying Japanese cullure in towns like
Wisako. What's your take on that?

Tho Joponees el makel hes  boen  declieng
sonbisienty ovel he lesl En of so yoors and o5 a
rasult remorim, hotol owriss and locdl Dusingss Deople
henver been Ioeng B k4 of manty 3nd pong broks
Our business, whanmel possblz deals with iecs|
suppliers, hires locad lall and gendralas & lod of money
Ity the loca! sconomy. Wa nun all ot guesis ihrough
the kool culture and emphesise Row imeaitan || @ o
iwspect (hig; N anyiiing, | wodld say we s simulating
tho fown ant Kol eullure’ by ooening il us for mode
poaple 1 expEignCa

Yo are isity young 1o have guch a booming
busineas, wou have a bar a lpdge, host Meen
hundred pecpbs @ yoar, hias it been & surprise?

Mol & suipdss a8 such bul Selinizly & challenge. | S
Ihe pofantial the first bme | came hare thies yaes ago
wiien | aas 21 and Rave siafed b hen hoese plans inbs
8 reakly. Buying and saffing ug The Lab (oo iedge thar
deaps guwly and has & bar ard restagrant) was a g
gop. We etill have some big plans end proects in the
pipailhg 20 ask mo n & faw seasons and 1l be abig o
tell you whathar i Fas bonn succeashy

As a foresgn buminess owner, how do the local
Businesnmen and residonia treal you?
Chont e |malk b spas0ng | Rave buill griad imishonenges

wath the hefets we deal with and smnplisns we (ae As
u wivcle (he local busingssman ses the neead 1o opan
Haxuba up o more intemadonsl iaonsls &nol improse
thie town gervices. | have been lucky encugh S0 Buid
gome solid hlentdships wil @ memher & (heas Inosl
pusinegeman and Ihal nakos it & phenture o oo
businass oear Pare

Is thera und=iground madia presenco in Hakuba 1hat
you hive 10 pay off, the fingar-missing Yakuza type?
| ety we coudd poy off the sk paticl Bl corian oooe
But no thate 601 8 matls pressnce @ such Busmiess
Is done cilfersntly howsen & mom basad on inid
arid i vy iigyd i some respacts; hawing conmestions
and budding long e ielzonstes @ mportant

To yaur rind. whit s the best places for viding In
Hahuba?

Fof mpaeing fiding there ans some shor hikss ofl Hupoo
Terpoe ond Goryu whare you con gat some of fe
et fLibne yow Wl BvEr Saponance. IN0ounds, thaa &g
plenty of good fras lees a Happs ang Taugailes. And
whes e Yanahs park craw gal e shit togethee. o
meghl ok session akvaye ot doen will

Far mone:on Lguid Snow Tours seme SoowionirCom. s
For o Sl Hakuna taeanl mery wed gatlery gel onlnes
ronafersnowbeard.oom



